
       

Summit of the Course Evaluations 

Global Environmental History – distance course, fall semester 2012 
 
Cemus’ courses began as a student initiative, and are run by students. The course evaluations are 
important tools for us running the course for improving and being able to further develop the 
course. The course evaluations are used extensively in the planning of all Cemus’ courses.  
Your opinions are very important to us.  
 
Thank you for participating! 
 
/ Karin and Sara 
 

Utvärderningen fylldes i utav av 5 personer. Ca 15 studenter var aktiva 
under kursen.  
 
5 students out of 15 active students taking the course wrote the 
evaluation. 
 

A. Personal Data 
 
1. Sex Female 2 Male 3        Other  

 

2. Years at university 

0 1-2 2-3 3-4 >4 

 1  2 2 

 

3. Disciplinary background (or planned direction of studies). Check several if you wish 

3 Humanities      1 Natural science/Technology 2 Social sciences   

 Medicine/Pharmaceutics 2 Educational Science    Law    

 Linguistics             Theology    1 Sustainable Development 

 Landscaping and garden sciences 

 Natural resources and agricultural sciences 

 Veterinary medicine and animal sciences 

 Forest science 

1 Other: 

Sustainable building 



  

4. Major subject: 

Environmental history 

Human ecology (Humanekologi) 

Material science and engineering 

History  

 

5. Home university 

UU SLU  

2  

Other:  

Göteborgs universitet 

James Cook University, Australia 

Zejiang University 

KU 

 

6. Years of employment after high school 

0 1-2 2-3 3-4 > 4 

1 1 1 2  

 

Occupation (other than studies)?  

Hotel 

Education 

Selling reclaimed building material and natural materials 

 

7. How did you hear about the course 

Recommended by fellow students   

I took other Cemus courses   

On www.studera.nu   3 

University’s printed course catalogue  1 

University’s web site    

Cemus web site    

Cemus poster    

Talked to someone from Cemus   

Other________________________________________ 

 

B. About Cemus 
 

1. What is your general impression of Cemus? 

 It’s a college run by students 

 Great academic and transdiciplinary but a human touch and relaxed environment 

http://www.studera.nu/


  

 Very interesting courses available, very current and relevant courses offered. Overall, a 

very positive impression. 

 Very positive and I want to take another course in the future, if possible. I like the critical 

point of view.  

 

 

2. Was this the first course that you took at Cemus? 

Yes No  

3 1  

If no, which other courses have you taken? 

Actors and strategies for change 

 

3. Do you think you will take more courses at Cemus? 

Yes No  

3 1  

If yes, which course(s) are you interested in? 

 

4. Do you have any suggestions on how Cemus and its courses can be improved? 

 No, just keep up the good work! 

 More contact with other students 

 Maybe the final article can be structured a bit more in turns of how much time to put on 

it and when to start with it in the course. 

 The course material have been very interesting in the two courses, (both distance) I have 

done so far). However, I feel that there should be more filmed lectures by the university 

academics. TED lectures and other short films/documentaries are very good and 

interesting but I feel that most tend (definitely not all) to just touch upon a topic. Some of 

the material is aimed more at a popular general public audience, which is good but I 

would like to see a little more critical analyses offered in the course material. That is not 

to say it is not there, it is, but I would like to see more.  

 

5. Do you have any suggestions for new courses that you wished Cemus developed? 

 Just the possibility to take more courses as distance courses 

 Just continue on with related topics 

 Not really, just as long as Cemus is constantly evolving and keeping up to date with 

developments, I think it is doing a good job. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

6. I feel that I have been kindly received by staff at Cemus  

(1=I do not agree at all; 5=I completely agree). 

1 2 3 4 5   

    5 

 

I feel that Sara and Karin have been fantastic, very quick to respond, always making shore 

everyone is aware of what is happening. I am very happy with this course.   

 

C. Your process of learning 
 

The purpose of education is to ensure that students acquire knowledge, skills and competences 

and are given the opportunity to develop a well thought-through approach to their education and 

future profession. Students should also be encouraged to make use of the University’s width from 

a formation perspective and thereby be given the chance develop personally. All planning of 

courses and teaching should be based on disciplinary and pedagogical knowledge and with the 

aim of to facilitate students’ independent, active learning and responsibility-taking. (Translated 

excerpt from Uppsala University’s  pedagogical program)  

 

How meaningful have the different learning methods used so far been for your process of 

learning?  

 

1. Course introduction and lecture with Anneli Ekblom in Uppsala (15/9) (1=without meaning; 

5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

  1 1 3 

 

I liked her lecture very much. Kind of an eye opener.  

 

2. Final gathering and article presentations in Uppsala (15/12) (1=without meaning; 5=very 

meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

 1  1 2 

 

It was cosy to be so few people, interesting discussing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 3. Online lectures and audio (1=without meaning; 5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

  1 2 1 

 

Medelvärde = 4.0 

 

Were there any lectures that you found especially meaningful? 

 The radio program on parasites, I found it fascinating. Most of the lectures were good like 

Diamond, Said, Davis ect 

 Many were a bit shallow and sloppy in analytical depth and research background 

 Vandana Shiva, a very high level of relevance especially the Ted talks. I did not like the 

radiolab format, Edward Said and so on.. 

 

 

Were there any lectures that you found especially meaningless? 

 No lectures were especially meaningless but their narrative sometimes remained 

uncontested, for example “Taming the wild”. 

 No, I may not like them but I think all of them had something to say. 

 

4. Online articles (1=without meaning; 5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

  1 2 2 

 

Was there any course literature that you found especially meaningful?  Why?  

 The one about the Mayan collapse, the short article about the Easter Island and the one 

about African view about sexuality. 

 Radkau, he is very diplomatic in his approach to history and the environment.  

 

Was there any course literature that you found especially meaningless?  Why? 

 No.. But I would like more literature to relativise the claims of each single book. 

 

5. Online seminars (1=without meaning; 5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

  2 2 1 

 

Medelvärde = 3.8 

 

 I could only attend one seminar due to personal reasons but I liked the format of that 

one. 

 They were good, having the opportunity to chat with others about what we have learned. 

 



  

6. Course books: your opinion in general (1=without meaning; 5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

  2 1 2 

 

Medelvärde = 4 

 

 A great mix of perspectives. 

 The books were good and the order we read them in were good. I would have liked som 

other non euro/ western perspectives included. 

 

 

 

7. How difficult do you perceive the course literature to be? (1=way too easy; 5=way too 

difficult) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

 1 4   

 

 I liked that Lasse Berg was easier and Radkau was more difficult. A good mix as I said. 

 As an intro course to Global environmental history I thought the literature was ok. 

 

8. What is your opinion of the amount of course literature in relation to the course’s size and 

level?  (1= way too little; 5=way too much) 

1  2  3  4   5 

1  3 1  

 

 It was OK 

 I thought it was very hard in the beginning because there were many different 

approaches to the weeks theme. I had a hard time some weeks to fins the time to reflect. 

More cohesion would have helped. However the mix of perspectives were educational. In 

the end of the course it got easier to have the time.  

 

9. How much of the compulsory course literature have you read? (1=almost none; 5=all) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

   2 3 

 

 I had a problem to use the Radiolab, I guess it’s because I’m restless and did not know 

how to download them to mp-3. 

 

 

 

 



  

10. A new green history of the world by Clive Ponting (1=without meaning; 5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

  1 1 3 

 

 Environmental determinism 

 Provided a good foundation 

 Maybe not for his perspective but more to relate to the others 

 

11. Dawn over the Kalahari: how humans became human by Lasse Berg (1=without meaning; 

5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

  2 1 2 

 

 Bed time reading 

 A very nice and heartwarming book, also very educational 

 Good book on what it is to be human 

 

12. Nature and Power: a Global History of the Environment by Joachim Radkau (1=without 

meaning; 5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

  1 1 3 

 

 Very much a great book. However, in the end it’s not so global, more a German 

perspective.  

 Impressive and influential for future research. 

 Three and a half of it was good and did cover important issues and complemented 

Ponting’s book well, but I thought it was very Eurocentric, the subject matter of the book 

is good and very relevant but the style of writing made it dull to read. Some topics he only 

touched on but some topics he droned on and on. 

 

13. Examination: your opinion in general (1=without meaning; 5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

 1  1 2 

 

Medelvärde = 4.0 

 

 Not challenging 

 Very interesting to write the article 

 

 

 



  

14. Examination: article assignment (1=without meaning; 5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

   2 3 

 

 What we can learn from history is a great topic as it’s particularly relevant for today’s 

issues and how we move forward to a more sustainable future 

 Good with the draft to early on think about the subject 

 Good if proper feedback is given 

 

15. Examination: seminar assignments (1=without meaning; 5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

  1 2 2 

 

 Descriptive rabble of siting the literature, I would prefer analytical questions and feedback 

 Great opportunity to go over what we have learned for that section of the course 

 Good, it was a reflective approach 

 

 

 

 

 

16. Examination: replacement assignments for missed online seminars (only answer if you have 

done a replacement assignment) (1=without meaning; 5=very meaningful) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

  1 2 1 

 

 They were good 

 Great having the opportunity to have replacement assignments and they are relevant 

which is really good 

 

17. To which degree do you feel that you have been aware of what is required in order to pass 

the course and the assessment criteria that have been used?(1=not at all; 5=to a very high 

degree) 

1  2  3  4   5 

  1 2 2 

 

 The homepage was very good to use 

 The course coordinators have gone out of their way to make sure we knew what we need 

to do 

 



  

18. The forms of examination on the course have been suitable in relation to the field of study 

and the education as a whole. (1=I do not agree at all; 5=I completely agree) 

 

1  2  3  4   5 

  1 3 1 

 

 

19. Fulfillment of learning outcomes 

To which degree do you feel that the following learning outcomes have been fulfilled?  

 

On completion of the course, the student should be able to: 

 

Account for and discuss historical societies and cultures relationship to and use of nature. 

 

Not fulfilled     Fulfilled to a 

at all     high degree   

 1  2 2 

 

 It was a wide variety of societies and I liked that 

 Being Global environmental history, I would have liked to see a little less euro/US focus 

and include a little less non western approaches and little more focus on some areas that 

barely  got mentioned such as south east Asia and Oceania.  

 

 

Account for and discuss historical societies and cultures relationship to and use of nature. 

 

Not fulfilled     Fulfilled to a 

at all     high degree   

  1 2 1 

 

 

Account for central processes and explanatory models in environmental history concerning 

different societies emergence and decline, and relate these to relevant contemporary questions 

within the sustainability field. 

 

Not fulfilled     Fulfilled to a 

at all     high degree   

   3 2 

 

 Very much so, especially the article assignment 

 



  

From a perspective of environmental history account for and discuss the most prominent 

challenges, discourses and ideas from eighteenth to the twentieth century within the 

sustainability field. 

 

Not fulfilled     Fulfilled to a 

at all     high degree   

   3 2 

 

 Learned a lot about for example soil erosion and how it keeps on being important and 

difficult questions 

 

20. Skills, competences and perspectives (based on Uppsala University’s  pedagogical program).  

To which degree has the course contributed to develop:  

 

Your ability to discern, formulate and solve problems (1=not at all; 5=to a high degree) 

1 2 3 4 5 

 2  1 2 

 

Medelvärde = 3.6 

 

 It was a lot of material, a big challenge was to analyze and put together themes. 

 For that you need analytical and not descriptive questions 

 

 

Your critical thinking (your ability to independently analyze, reflect, draw conclusions, evaluate, 

question and be creative) (1=not at all; 5=to a high degree) 

1 2 3 4 5 

 1 1 1 2 

 

Medelvärde = 3.8 

 

 This course was a big challenge and educational 

 

Your ability to communicate in writing (1=not at all; 5=to a high degree) 

1 2 3 4 5 

  1 2 2 

 

Medelvärde = 4.2 

 

 Practice makes perfect 

 It was good to practice English  



  

Your ability to communicate orally (1=not at all; 5=to a high degree) 

1 2 3 4 5 

 1 1 2 1 

 

Medelvärde = 3.6 

 

 Distance course… 

 I did not participate in the seminars by talking but I enjoyed discussing during the two 

meetings in Uppsala 

 

21. Your own responsibility – I have given myself the necessary conditions for a good process of 

learning (1=I don’t agree at all; 5=I totally agree) 

1 2 3 4 5   

 1  3 1 

 

 Many other courses took time away from continuous commitment to GEH 

 I personally been quite stressed so maybe not the ideal time to reflect 

 
 
 

D. The course as a whole 
 
1. What is your general impression of the course? (1=bad; 5=excellent) 

1  2  3  4   5 

  2  3 

 

Medelvärde = 4.2 

 

 Good topics methodology needs development and more resources 

 Loved it, especially the TED talks and the meetings 

 About 4.5, interesting material and well done 

 

2. Did the course meet your expectations? ((1=no not at all; 5=Yes, absolutely) 

1  2  3  4   5 

 1 1 2 1 

 

 I wasn’t shore what to expect but it was very good 

 It needed more effort than I expected 

  

 



  

3. What is your opinion of the level of engagement during the course? (1=small; 5=large) 

      1 2  3 4  5 

Your own efforts   1  3 1  

Guest lecturers     1     1  

Course management     1   1  3  

Your classmates  1   2 1  

 

4. To which degree do you think that your knowledge and experiences have been made visible 

and been able to contribute to the course?   

1 2 3 4 5   

1   3 1 

 

 The acceptance of our own reflections were very good, I liked the seminar assignments 

 I think with the seminars it was a great opportunity to use my knowledge to bring a 

different perspective to the discussion 

 

5. What do you think about the work rate of the course? (7.5 credits, 25% study rate, 

10h/week) (1=way too low; 5=way too high) 

1  2  3  4   5 

 1 3 1  

 

 Maybe only personal responsibility but I thought it sometimes was a bit heavy 

 Just about right, I recon 

 Think I put round 40%  

 

6. In general, what do you think about the level of difficulty of the course? (A-level course) 

(1=way too easy; 5=way too difficult) 

1  2  3  4   5 

1  2 1 1 

 

 As an intro course, I think it’s fine 

 It was challenging, I just wish I could have had more time for it 

 Good challenging, really learned much 

 

5. Were there any aspect or topics that you think were missing in the course (in relation to the 

learning outcomes)?  

Yes No  

1 4  

If yes, which one? 

More perspective on history are necessary for analytical questions 

 



  

6. Where there any aspects or topics that were over-represented in the course (in relation to 

the learning outcomes)? 

Yes No  

1 4  

If yes, which one? 

Environmental determinism that environmental change is beyond us to deal with 

 

7. Has the course provided you with knowledge and skills that you think will be useful to your 

future studies or work? (1=not at all; 5=to a very large extent) 

1  2  3  4   5 

 1 1 1 2 

 

Medelvärde = 3.8 

 

 Very much so! 

 

8. I received all the information needed at the start of the course and during the course (1=I 

don’t agree at all; 5=I totally agree) 

1  2  3  4   5 

   1 4 

 

 I e-mailed rather many times and always got a quick response, thank you! 

 

9. How often have you visited the course website (www.cemus.uu.se/student)? 

Never A few times once a week 2-3 times/week  Every day 

  2 1     2 

 

 Some weeks, almost every day but some weeks more seldom 

 

10. What is your general impression of the course coordinators work? (1=bad; 5=excellent) 

1  2  3  4   5 

  1 1 3 

 

 Very helpful! 

 Having done many different courses I think that the course coordinators have done a 

great job 

 Always received feedback but not critic which is necessary for changing the way of 

thinking 

 

 



  

11. The different parts of the course have contributed to a coherent and well thought out 

overall structure of the course? (1=I do not agree at all; 5=I completely agree). 

1  2  3  4   5 

  1 1 3 

 

 It is a coherent and well thought out course, there is always room for improvement but in 

general I think that the structure of the course was quite good 

 

12. How cohesive do you think the structure of the course was? (The connection between 

lectures, seminars, literature, examination?) (1=not at all cohesive; 5=completely cohesive) 

1  2  3  4   5 

  1 4  

 

 It all made sense, the connectivity of the material was goods 

 Much to read, especially the last book but it was very good so I didn’t mind 

 

13. To which degree do you feel that the course has raised you interest and increased your 

motivation to delve deeper into the subject area? (1=not at all 5=to a very high degree) 

1  2  3  4   5 

  1 1 3 

 

 I think environmental history will be crucial in moving society to a more sustainable future 

 Very much so, it has heighten my curiosity 

 

14. How well do you think the course webpage has worked in terms of the flow of information 

and coherency? 

 (1=badly; 5=very well) 

 1  2  3  4   5 

   5  

 

 For a time I couldn’t see any TED talks but then, for no reason, it started working again 

 Only a few article were unable to access, quickly fixed by course coordinators when I 

pointed it out 

 No problems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

15. Would you recommend the course to a friend? 

Yes                  No 

4     1  

 

 I already have, to many friends! 

 Yes, for two reasons: firstly, it’s a good course in turn of how it’s laid out and how 

it’s run. Secondly, the subject matter is so important that everyone needs to have 

this knowledge.  

 

16. What is the most important thing that you take with you from this course? 

 

 The reflective and critical approach 

 Environment is a social rather than a biological term and has different meanings over 

space and time. This is important to have in mind when purposing solutions to 

environmental problems  

 Just how important environmental history is 

 Practice my English and have a sense environmental history 

 A transdiciplinary approach to the subject, a very good ground to continue work on 

 

E. How can the course be improved? 
 

1. Concrete suggestions on how we can improve the course 

 

 More resources to coordinators, external feedback from researchers on PM and 

examinations. Analytical not descriptive questions, closer cooperation with departments 

of history around Sweden. 

 In some distance coursesthey have learning platforms that supports discussion boards it is 

always interesting to have students starting discussions about different topics within the 

course and it allows students to contribute comments, read comments over a greater 

time frame then a seminar. However a discussion board should not replace a seminar but 

rather be implemented in such a way that it complements them 

 Info about article task a bit earlier to know how much time to put on this 

 Focus on the TED talks then the long documentaries 

 Online seminars is not so efficient as expected, we can use other technology to activate 

students 

 

 

 

 

 



  

2. The best things about the course  

 

 Topics 

 The extreme, broad and very interesting range of topics within the course, from homo 

erectus to hookworm  

 See answer to question 16 

 The openness and allowing approach. Different perspectives, for one thing it actually gave 

a lot of information about Africa which is often forgotten history (when it comes to 

“modern history” 

 The best thing about the course is to let students have a concept of sustainable 

development 

 

 

3. Other comments  

 

 Keep the course going! 

 A great course, keep up the good work! 

 I’m very happy with the course, it was so much more than I would ever have expected 

 Thank you, keep up the good work! 

 

 

Thanks for your help! 

 
 
 
 
 


