
Education  for Sustainable 
Development -                            
more important than ever -                                
for The Future We Want. 
Uppsala Oct 12, 2012 
 
 



Dr Carl Lindberg, Sweden,  
Member of the former UNESCO 
High-level Panel of the UN Decade 
on ESD and Special Advisor to the 
Swedish Commission for UNESCO. 



The Future We Want                      
(Rio +20, Juni 2012)    
a)We resolve to improve the 
capacity of our education systems 
to prepare people to pursue 
sustainable development, 
including through enhanced 
teacher training, the development 
of sustainability curricula,.. 
 



b) We resolve to promote 
education for sustainable 
development and to integrate 
sustainable development more 
actively into education beyond the 
United Nations 
Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development. 
 



c)We strongly encourage 
educational institutions to 
consider adopting good 
practices in sustainability 
management on their campuses.., 
and teaching sustainable 
development as an integrated 
component across disciplines. 
 



It was this feeling of responsibility 
that made Rachel Carson write her 
highly controversial book Silent 
Spring, in which she exposed the 
misleading reports of the 
agricultural industry and the 
unwillingness of the authorities to 
act. 
 



It was this feeling of responsibility 
that enabled Wangari Maathai to 
challenge the authorities in Kenya 
by organising thousands of women 
in the Green Belt Movement. She 
was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize for her work for sustainable 
development. 



ΨbŜǾŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ 
of a few concerned people to 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǎΦΩ  
Anthropologist Margaret Mead 



ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƘƻƭŘǎ 
that all education is good, and the 
ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƻƴŜ ƘŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΧΧΦ 
The truth is that without 
significant precautions , it can 
equip people merely to be more 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǾŀƴŘŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘέ 
(David Orr) 
 



The United Nations Conference on 
the Human Environment, 
Stockholm,  June , 5-16 , 1972 
Recommendation 96 on 
Environmental Education 



The Brundtland Commision, 
defined Sustainable Development 
ƛƴ άhǳǊ /ƻƳƳƻƴ CǳǘǳǊŜέ ƛƴ мфут 
ŀǎάŀ development that meets the 
needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own 
ƴŜŜŘǎΦέ 



The United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development, 
Rio de Janerio, 1992, Agenda 21 , 
Chapter 36 



Our biggest challenge in this new 
century is to take an idea that 
sounds abstract ς sustainable 
development ς and turn it into 
ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ 
Kofi Annan (2001) 



2005ς2014 was proclaimed by the 
UN 2002 as a decade on Education 
for Sustainable Development (ESD) 
The main objective for ESD  
is that everybody should acquire 
knowledge about and feel 
motivated to work towards a 
sustainable future. 



Preamble of the Earth Charter: 
ά²Ŝ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀǘ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
Earth́ s history, a time when 
ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 



Al Gore,Statement to the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee 
Wŀƴ нуΣ нллфΥ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ 
a moment of decision. Our home ς 
Earth ς is in grave danger. What is 
at risk of being destroyed is not 
the planet itself, of course, but the 
conditions that have made it 
ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎΦέ 



The scientists have identified and 
quantified planetary boundaries 
that must not be transgressed to 
help prevent human activities 
from causing unacceptable 
environmental change. It is about 
how to create a safe operating 
space for humanity.(NATURE, sept 
09) 



Three boundaries (climate change, 
biological diversity and nitrogen 
input to the biosphere) may 
already have been transgressed. 
They are strongly connected τ 
crossing one boundary may 
seriously threaten the ability to 
stay within safe levels of the 
others. 










