
                                                      
 

 

 

Extra task for missed seminar on November 16th 

If you missed both morning and afternoon submit minimum 1000 words on the questions below, if 

you missed half the seminar submit minimum 500 words on either the morning or afternoon 

question. Use a word document and send to my e-mail malin.ostman@csduppsala.uu.se. There is no 

deadline for the extra tasks (except you need to do them before the semester ends). Be sure to name 

the document with your name. 

If you missed the morning… 

The book Intrinsic Sustainable Development by Frank Birkin and Thomas Polesie has been 

described as follows… 

Sustainable development sets the agenda for the 21st century. Human technological capability and 

needs mean that nature is and will be challenged and damaged in many ways. Whilst many social 

and technological innovations are being made to improve our survival prospects, they are likely to 

be insufficient to avoid continued social and ecological stress and the prospect of global tension if 

significant changes do not come about. The ideas in this book offer a new solution to sustainable 

development problems. They are concerned not with what we know but how we know, or rather 

how we order knowledge and create understanding in the human world. This book shows that 

some of the fundamental practices that shape modern society, especially in the business world, are 

the unwitting cause of unsustainable development. By extrapolating the epistemic analysis of 

Michel Foucault, a major social scientist, this book identifies a new episteme. It outlines a new way 

of ordering knowledge that better serves sustainable development. This pioneering book 

synthesizes the sciences of human and natural worlds and applies the findings to the creation of 

sustainable business models and equitable lifestyles for all. 

(Bookdata) 

 Read the description of the book above, what are your initial reactions? 

 What do you personally think is needed to create more sustainable business models and a 

more equitable lifestyle? (Draw on your own experiences, make a model or list if you like). 

 Is it necessary to synthesize the sciences of human and natural worlds (as stated above) to 

attain Sustainable Development? Why/Why not? 

 

If you missed the afternoon… 

 What are the main points you take with you from the morning lecture with the authors of 

Intrinsic Sustainable Development? 

 Formulate a question that relates to one of these points and answer it yourself. 

 



                                                      
 

 

You should answer each question fully; however you can yourself decide which ones you write 

more/less on.  

 

Best of luck and kind regards/ Malin 


