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Today’s objectives 

• Review basic definitions of climate change 

• Review social science approaches to studying climate 
change 

• Apply discourse analysis to contemporary climate 
change debates 

• Apply science and technology studies approaches to 
the facts of climate change 
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Key Concepts 

Anthropogenic Climate Change  

 

Climate Variability  

 

Adaptation 

 

Mitigation 
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How to cut the cake? Anthropological 
approaches to climate change 

I. Human Practices and Responses to 
Adaptation/Mitigation/Disaster 

 A. (Pre)Historical  

  a. Maya Civilization 

  b. Rise and fall of Roman Empire 
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How to cut the cake? Social science approaches 
to studying climate change 

I. Human Practices and Responses to 
Adaptation/Mitigation/Disaster 

 A. (Pre)Historic  

 B. Contemporary 

  a. Arctic peoples 

  b. Island countries 

  c. Coastal lowlands 

  d. Andean/Himalayan glaciars 
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More slices… 

II. Discourse approaches 

 A. What are the logics of climate change discourse and 
what/whose interests does it serve?  

 B. Why are some narratives of climate change more powerful 
than others?  

 C.  How/Why do some discourses become dominant/ change/ 
disappear? 

 D. How do individuals figure in the social, cultural, political or 
economic lives of climate change discourses? 
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Dagens Nyheter, 29 April 2010, P. 2 

"50 öre more for gasoline is not wrong. 
The problem is that the Green Party 
does not want to admit that the same 
resources give a higher return if they 
are used for emmissions reductions in 
other countries" 

REDD and Carbon Trading…  

What lies beneath the words and documents? 

“The strength of the consequent incentive 

to protect forest resources will depend on 

the unit price of REDD-generated credits, 

and will only be felt by those who receive 

the revenue. The mechanism will work 

best, therefore, when the revenue is 

channeled to those with a direct impact on 

forest protection: forest-dependent rural 

communities, natural forest management 

boards and local forest protection 

enforcement agencies.” (P.14) 
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More slices… 

III. Science and technology studies 

 A. Unpacking the fact of climate change. 

  a. What is in a fact? 

  b. How is the fact made? 
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What are facts 

 
Coproduction refers to the idea that what we understand to be facts about the world, 

actually consist of a mixture of natural phenomenon, human-made representations 
of those phenomenon, as well as a whole range of other social, cultural, and 
economic relationships. Making facts requires a  lot of work! 

 
A characteristic of facts is there stability. They either are not challenged, or they are 

able to resist challenges to unseat them.  
 
Facts are also, to some degree, mobile. In other words, they can be moved by people 

from place to place, without undermining their stability. 
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The identities, institutions, languages and representations created 
by science and technology can be politically sustaining, by helping 
societies to accommodate new knowledges and technological 
capabilities without tearing apart (indeed, often by reaffirming) 
the legitimacy of existing social arrangements. (Jasanoff 2004b:39) 

Climate change is a stable fact in Vietnam due to the 
mutability of its meaning, and its facilitation of wide 
rangesof social, political and economic relationships 
and exchanges… as well as the presence of changing 
atmospheric conditions and scientific truths. 
 

“Climate change is not environment, it is politics… We don’t talk about 
party or government, we talk about climate change.”    
  Vietnamese scientist, Hanoi 2008 
 



Thank you for your attention! 
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